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BRIGHT SKIES IN THE WEST

Convincing Evidenoa of Prosperity in
Kaneas and Nebraska,
PROOF  THAT FARMING DOES  PAY

Meview of the Materinl Condition of
Tovo Sintes ns Shinvwn by the Re-
poris of the Nanking De-
partments,

“Proeperity In Kansas and Nebraska™ s
the text of the third paper of Mr. Franklin
Matthews, correspondent of Harper's Week-
Iy, published in the eurrent leuse. Mr, Mat-
thewk roviews with comslderable Jetall the
many evidencea of prosperity In both stintes,
fortitylng his own observations and conciu-
alis by official records. The paper Is AA
follows;

The siory of the prosnerity that the crops
of 1997 brought to Kaneas and Nebraska
probably will not be revealed fally for mev-
oral youra, Throngh the chansels of trade
the sweop nf prosperity has Levo turned here
and there, and the corretit will continue to
be felt not for one sear, bul far severil,
But thete was ons place where the sunshiie
brought lmmedinte gladnoes, and Lhat was
upon the farm,

“There In not a man, woman or child In

Kauvans that hesn't got some money this
yoear," suld Scoretary P D, Cobum o! the
Kanans Biate Noard of Aerlenliure to the
writer In apawer 10 o guextion as to the
real effes: upon the masses of the Iarge
erops.

And that tella tlie atory, so far as it can
Be told In one sentenco. Kansag omd Ne-
braska pecpile do not deny that prosperity
has come, They have nothlog to say about
the price of whear and silver rising and
falling together, They uo Jonger fear orop
faflures as they did. 1o the lean yeara since

1852 they have learned some new  thinga
about farming, and they are prepared to
meet future aflietions with courage. Otherd

may sny that the prosperity was a form of
good luck, due to crop fatlurea in Indla and
elsewhere, but you hear litle of that In
Kansas. Fven the politicians have drapped
such tnlk. QGoverpor Leddy has declared of-
fickally that the state l8 prosperous. U was
Jolin W. Breldemthal, the leader of the pop-
ullal qarty In Knisas, who was the firal
of the state offlelals to ‘proclaim thar the
prosperity of the middle west was genning,
The people there dp not look upon the goond
times mersly as temporary. 8 happy excep-
tlon that proves the rule that the lot of the
farmor in the middle and is to be,
oae of doloful milsery,

The fact s that farming In the mlddie
west, when not hampered by erushing debt,
pays as few other businesses pay, and when
an unusual year of plenty comes and good
privos arrive at the samo time, the rotarns,
fa In the year 1897, are slmply fabulous
and bewlldering. It I =afe to sav that no
husiness In this country made such retums
upon the eapital fovelved and the Inbor
employed as Jdid farming in 1807 ln the mid-
dlo weat,

THE HALF WAS NOT TOLD.

Those storleg that came from Kansas and
Nebrasgka im the fall of 1597, those marvel-
lous storles, were not exngeerations. The
half was not told. Ewven the people of those
twb sorely stricken states do mot understand
yet the extent of the good times that came
to thom. Now that the crop statistics have
been printed—now that they can look al
their redeemel mortgages,  their  recently
purchased comforts for the home, thaelr Iux-
urles, thelr top bhusgles, their bleyeles, their
planos—for the farmers have been buying
all these—they are beglnniog to reallze that
the prosperity s general and that the re-
vival of trade Iln this country really began
with them. To encompasg the extent of the
prosperity and to set it forth In an article
of a few thousand words Is a task that tn-
volves the acrious diMeully of knowlng not
puly where (o hegln, but where to leave oft.
1t involves sintements of truth that are as-

toaiishing. i e
Perhapas the conditlon of Kanaas eapecially

weet |a,

ean hest he revealed In o paragraph, asble |

from the remark 1 have guoted from Secre-
tary Cobury, by whit one of iis best-known
eltlzens sald to me while walking down the
maln strest of o town of 8000 Iahabitants
on a Saturday momming in December when
the farmers wero making their weekly pur-
chnrge:

“hook up amd down this street There arp
probably 200 horsws tled along i, I dety
you (o find a horse In the lot that s ‘1;;
pooar phyaleal eanidition. You cannot #ee the
ribs of one of them. Would you find the
horses of castern farmers ia such condition
without excepitlon? Another ming: There s
not an able-bodled panpee In thia county,
and there arg not 100 able-bodied paupers in
the eatire sinte. We have been poor,  Since
1802 many of our poople have huid no new
clothing, but every man and every man's
famlly and every man's live stock have Ixad
enough to eat. Now phat we have money we
are getting out of debt*

One thing should be remembered at the
The erops fr 1807 woee not the bhig-

outael.
geat that Kansas and Nebraska ever pro-
duced, The value of (Ge Kansas crop, as

entimated by the stale authoritles, wan $230,-
000,000, Including live stick Inn 1880 the
valito was $325.000,000, That wss when the
boom was in full swing. Io 1501 the value
wag $287.000,000; In IK02 1t wan $273.000,000
Then it began to fall off, and in the yenr
1896, the year of dreadful predictions for the
western farmee, it foll off to $180,00KH0, The
cvops In Nebraska for the Various years hore
a relation’ similar to those of Kansas, In
Kaneas the yleld last year of wheat, oorn and
pats was valued at $46,000,000, an inerease of
$15,000,000.  The total value of the agricul-
tueal product, excluding live slock, wask more
than $136,000.000, or ahout $100 for eyery Ia-
Inotluiding Hye siock, the walue of

babltant. €
the agricultuml grodurtionn  waes probahbiy
shout $190 for each jubabitant, or noepely il.l)c-lu
for each family in the state, Nebraskn's
crops and live stock o 1807 aggregated
in wvalue 'H]'[‘mlu,llllﬂ, Tey ong county

In Kansas—Rush county—the valun of the
wheat crop alone was more than £1,200 for
pach voter,
THERE ARE OTHERS,
However significant these figures and
milmates us Lo crop production may be, there
1s apother set of figures that tell mors

eloquently the story of prosperity that bas;

come to Kansas and Nebraska, They are
the fgures that give the condition of the
panks. . Here fs a table prepared by Bank
Commisstoner Dreldenthal of Kansas, show-
tog the condition of hysiness in that state it
the olose of the month of Ootaber, 1897, when
the returns from erops were nearly finished,
as compared with the retyrns at the samo
time of rear since 1891:

FOMPARATIVE STATEMENT IN OCTOHER, 1897, 0F KANSAS 1)

monay to lend?

The RAgures 1 obtalned from the depart-
ment of banking in Nebraska summed up
the condition of ths banks there for the
month of Seotember, 1577, later figures not
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par sent. Ta It any wonder that Kansas has [ acrea, It was worth prabably §7,000, T had

A mortgags on [t for $6.000 and Pank Com-
misioner Rreldenthal had been urging the
bank which held the mortgage to have the
indebtedness reduced. e regarded the mort.
gage an A rather ahaky security. Early In

having arrived at the time of my visit. | October he received a lettor from the bank

COMPARATIVE ETATEMENT IN SEPTEMOER, 1597, OF NEDRASKA DANKS,
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Hero we see an Increase of deposits of
more than $3,000,000 for 1887 over 1805,
The amotint of borrowed money has fallen
from $1.400000 in 1893, the #econd year
A bauking law was In fores, to only a little
more than $225.000, Loane Aeoreasced from
$28,000,000 In 1502 to $18,000,000 In 1887. The
galn In resonrced In 1897 over 1804 was more
than §2,500.000, Hon., P, L. Hall, secretary
to the banking department of the atate, fur-
nishes this comment explaining the table:

“Thils comparative atatement shows plainly
that from 1502 to 1586 the banking businoss
In Nebraska experienced a steady decline.
This was dae to two principal causes, The
first was that prior to the year 1502 the bus-
Inesa It Nehraska was boomod. Everybody
was establlshing banks., Every postoMce and
eroksronds musi have a bank, and experlence
and knowledee of the business was not
thought A requlsite to succesa, Following
1892 came the panie and drouthes of 1551, 1804
and 1805, These years suMeed to exemplify
the Inw of the survival of the fittest, The
weak, (-manpeed Institutlons Wad to go.
Today 1 feel free to say that there ls nat
anatlies state In the union with better mat-
aged, more sulstantinl banks than Nebraskn

“Epecial attention is called to the sum of
the two (tems ‘Cash’ and ‘Dues From Banks'
shown In the statement for the year 1887,
and comparison (& esked with the same 1tems
in proceding years, not forgetting while mak-
ing the comparison also to glve attention to
‘Depoaits’ and ‘Berrowed Money.' "

The fNgures from national banks are equally
striking,  I'rom the Iatest reports of the
pomptroller of the purrency the eubjoined
table I8 complied. The figures are from the
reports submitted periodically, and although
they do not correspond exactly In time to
those from the state bankes, they tell the
gamo story practically., There Is the samp
notable increase in deposits and ip resources,
The decrease in notes and hille rédiscounted

cevsenassiensnre B90,005,010 68
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123,551, 26 £8

ofMclals sayving that the farmer had ralscid
$17,000 worth of wheat on that land, had paid
off the $6,000 mortgage and had bought an
adjoining quarter mection of land for $2.500.
He bad cleared, deducting expetines, $14.500
o his wheat, and he had $4,000 left after
making his purchases, with which to lmprove
hig farm and to lay aslde for a ralny day,
which In Kansas meane another drouth,

Out in Thomas county, In the "'short grass™
country, llves a former member of the leigis-
lature. Te had a 350.acre farm, Tts value
Wwir not meore than $1,000. The hard times
sorely pressed him, Ho went to Topeka, the
state capiltal, and hung around his former as-
wovlates, fairly begging them to give him
some kind of a Job, even It was worth only a
fow hundred dollars a yoear. Ho falled to got
a place and went home discouraged. He put
in a crop of wheat on his land-there was
nothing else for him to do—and, almost hope-
leas, he sat down to watch it grow. It did
grow, and when he had barvested ft he got
20,000 for 1. That man s oo longer looking
for a politieal job.

In Sheridan cotinty, «adjolning Thomas,
there 18 a man who had a tialf sdetion of
Iand, 220 neres, on which he owed §800, 1le
put 200 acres of his farm Into wheat. 1le
ralsed 7,000 bushele, which he sold at 65
cents o bushel, bringing him In $4.660. 1le
pald off Wls mortgage, pald $2,600 for a whole

soction of land adjoiniog his farm, and
had $1,260 for Improvements and A
rexerve  fund. That man bas 160
aores of bottom land, and he will plant

that tract with alfalfa, the wonderful hay
that reslste drouth and that gives three
crops a year, the scason’s product belng
worth, at present prices, not less than $25
an acre.

In Sumner county, which was one of the
banner wheat counties of Kansas last year,

|

there i8 a man who ralsed $16,000 worth of
wheat. Of course he was a prosperous

Is also worthy of speclal attentlon. farmer anyway. He bad a farm of 1,200
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NERRASKA MORTOAGE STATISTICS,
Another Indication of a presperons change
in Nobraska may be found in a study of its
mortgoge statistics. Kansas collecls no
wiatistios of morigages, but  does collect
wintistica of agriculture. Nebraska, on the
other hand. collects fow statistics of agrl-

eulture, but doos collect -nulurll_rs
of her morigages. It 8 dene through the
Burcan of Labor and ladustrial Statisties, In

the year 1880 there were 17,528 recordad movi-
gages on real estate In Nebraska, with a
value of $0.173.585. These mortgages did not
bogin to Include all the Indebtedness, Those
were the dayse of the mallroad “mortgages”™
or conteacts, thousands of which were not
recordeld—the times of easy payments and re-
newnls, The loan compdny agent came along
about 15885, offering lower rales of interest
and bariler terms of final pavment. Forthwith
the number of moetgages in Nebmska jumped
te 85,545, with o valuation of $27.501.643. In
1857 they numbered 45,808, with a valuation
of 218 888,533, In 188% the mumber was 485,-
641, with a valuation of $45,057.550.

Then came a decling fn the number and
valuation, even though the hard tlmes were
In full swing ard the boom times were over.
Hy 1804 the mortgages numbered 32,027, the
valiation helng $31,600,054. Foe 1845 the fig-
ures were 96.700—325.753,064.  For 1595 the
fleures wore 17,316—216,477.008. The flgures
for 1807 had not arrived at the state capitul
wheet I mate my Investigation. Thu

average life of the Nebraska mortgage Is'3:21

vears, and the average rate of interest is 8.4
The numbier of mortgages filed and those
gatisfied, whether an firm or city property,
s abont equal In Nebraska from year to }-«-Iur.
The drop of D084 mortgages during _1:'}_1-.1.
with a decrease in valuation of $9,275, 708,
shows probably what Nebraska's big corn
erop of 1895 did for the state In one year,
The influence of the presperity for 1807 will
probably be shown In the morigige statistics
for 1R98.

The fgures I have given tell the general
presperity story. They may be too dry for
the general reader because they lack the
element of human, personal Interest,
that case, let me print some atories of the
prosperity that came to individuals here nnd
there in  Kansas and  Nebraska.
iNustrate the pmazing character of the profits
that gome farmors In those states received
last year.

A FAT ROLL

The manager of ane of the largest coal
pompanies In Kansas told me that in Novem-
ter last he went
acqualntance in Larned, Pawnee county, be-
yvond the center of the state anid almost on
the border of the “short grags™ country, He
met a farmer past mlddle age comipg out of
the mill, ‘The farmer was tucking a little
plece of white paper intb his pocket, The
man had bBeen In such straits of poverty that
his tromsers were patehed with burlap. Tis
boots were broken, anil through the holes his
bare feet showwed, The man's altire was
really that of a tramp.

“Did you see that farmer going out?'”
the miller to the eoal man.

“Yoes,”" salil the visltor.

“How much money do you suppose I just
pald bim in a check ™

“Oh, 30 or $600."

“Well, T gave him a check for $7.000.**

That $7.000 represented only part of the
whent rajsed on a $1.200 farm, The farmer
had 4.000 more bushela to aell. That maon
had, owned his farm clear, but had lttle
working capital,
eopsideration  would
His family lved on the dairy prod-
ucts. of his farm, and went without those
things for which cash must be pald usually.
The first thing he did with his money from
kest year's wheat was to fit out his family in
clothes, and then he wgot Io for some lux-
veies, He bought two carriages and a plano,
Then, to show his falth in Kansax [arming,
desplte douths, he put the rest of his meaey,
oxcept the recelpta from the 4,000 bushels of
wheat beld in reserve, into mote land,

Here I8 apother atory, vouched for by Mr.
Briglenttinl, whose pame 3 used Fregueatly
at the outset in thess acticles because there
is no man In Kansaa better equipped with in-
formmtion resarding the stale’s prosperity

he run  In debt,
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The most striking thing that this table
shows & that the deposits in the banka under
state suparvision inereased in oune year nearly
$7.000,000, and the reserve cash and slght ex-
shunge imereased nearly §5,000,000, Then look
at the column showlng the amount of bor-
rowed money. In 15861 It amounted Lo uearly
$1.800,000, Ju 1897 it had fallen to  less
than $300.000, The total resources of these
banks Inereased nearly  $0.000,000 In one
year, and under the opeération of the new
banking law of the state the real estate and
furnityre and fxtures of the banks were
marked down nearly §500.000, loans had in-
preased more than $ 600,600 but that waa
under the new banking law, which has
thrown greater safeguards arcound such mat-
ters, and which will be congllered at an-
other time. The legal reserve  ln theso
banks Is 20 per cent. The table shows that
*ho Kansas banks have a reserve of G083

250,081 21
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than he. The county seat of Ness county
out in that dreary and almost desert-like part
of the clute kaown as the "'short grass'' coun-
try, b Ness City. It i » place of abour 4569
Inhabitants sod it has a state bank. It Is Mr,
Peeldenthal's duty to go there ocoaslonally
and examine that bank. He sald that In Ness
Clty there 1s an agent for a company that
sells top buggles. 8ince the good times came
iBat agent sold In thal town 400 Lop bhugeles.
OFf course that would mean one for almost
every man, womsn and ohild o the place,
which would be prepostoyoun,. The buggies
went all over the county, but 1 venture to
aay that no sastern village ever cauld show
auck @ record of prospecity In the buggy
trade,

ONE CROP A FORTUNE
There is @ fetoer in 4 town uear thoe pen-
ter of the state—1 am nol at libeety to glve
bis vawe—who bad a sectlon of laud, 410

In'

They |

into the flour mill of an |

|}

He decided that upnder no !

| for it, but his beart was heavy,

agres.  Mr, Brefdenthal tells me thiat that
farmer Is putting up a $£20,000 resldonce on
his place.

GAVE UP TOD S00N.

Here Is a story of a man who really he-
came discourazed Just as sunshine began to
mellow the lot of many a weary man. This
man had a farm of 180 acres In Barton
county, in the coenter of the state, He owed
$1,600 on the farm, and the local bank held
the mortgage as security. He put 100 acres
out In wheat, but thought It would he the
same old story of hot winds and no rain, and
carly in the season he went to the bank and
sald ho was golng to give up. The officials
tried to persupde him to continue, but he
sald he would not. Al he asked of the bank
wag that 1t should glve him $200, enough for
him to get back east with his family, ani
it could have the farm. That meant that
for $1,700 it could get a farm of 100 acres.
It took the farm, and the farmer went away.
The bank sold the wheat that was ralsed on
the 100 acres for $1.600. In other worde, the
bank got that man's farm of 100 acres for
Just #100.

Here is a story told me by State Senn-
tor Hessin, the leader of the republicans In
the upper hranch of the legislature Ir, Kan-
gns, and one of the most prominont can-
dldates for governor at the next conventlon.
Mr. Hessln met an old soldier on the cars
one day. The man wus golng to the Natlonal

Grand Army encampment. He had made
money at last on his farm, That man and
his three sons had a 1,000-acre farm. It

was worth at the ontslde $7.000. They owed
on it a little more than $5,000. They ralsed
on it 20,000 bushels of wheat, for which they
got probably not less than $13,000 at 65 cents
a bushel,

Nebraska has a story to tell sinillar to
that of Kansas. One of the best known mon
In Lineoln told me that he had a =on la a
bank In the western part of the state. That
bank had been “hanging on by the oVE-
brows™ for montlh after month. BEvery thme
l}}n young nian came home he would tell
his father that the bank surely would go
down the next menth, Tt held £50,000 of
worthless no®™s, or notes thit seemed worth-
lesn, The woung man, wha was cashlor,
finally quit the place to avold the crash
that was inevitable. But the crash (14 not
come.  The vrops were enormous, and all
those notes were paid, That little bank s
now 4 most prosperous institution, and it
will be a long time before It gets caught in
another swh predicament. Its condition wae
typical, one might sy, of probably a hun-
dred other banks In the state.

WHEAT AND SILVER.

Here is n story of n man who was can-
verted to populism by hearing Mr, Bryan
speak., Every detail is vouched for to mo
by men of the highest standing. A re-
publican who had alwaya been true to the
party falth was In the crowd when Mr.
Bryan spoke In the 1896 campaign in his own
state. Ho heard Mr, Hryan say: “Ah, my
friends, let me eall your attentlon to one

sald fact that stands out clearly beyond poatra-

dietion. It is that wheat
Inseparably yoked together, If voe falls the
other fails;, and then we fall. Look at thelr
price tolay (it wos something over 60 conts),
They are within one cent of each other, |
tell you they are together now, Inseparably
yoked " :

That republican was comverted right thore.
That was somethiog be had never thought
of. He had an Sb-acre plece of land, and
be resscered that if Hryan was elected sil-
ver would go up to §1.25, and wheat would
B with It. He owed nearly $2.000 on the
land, and if wheat should go to $1.25, he fig-
ured, how eesy it would be to pay off that
mortgage.  Well, Bryan waa not elected, hut
the man wenl om with his winter whent
sowing because he had made ail preparations
He did uot
see how he was golng to pay off tha! mort-
gage at half-rates. He raised 3,200 bushels
of wheat and got 32,200 for it, He sold Juat
Lelow T0 cenls, and then he went (o look
wt the price of allver. It was something
like 47 cents, and that man saw o great
Hght. He lost on Mr. Bryan's propheecy ead
election, but he won oo the wheat. He
made cnough to pay off hils mortgage, asd
hag now gone back to the republican parcy.
s have thousands of others, which accounta
for the fact that lcetead of having only
about one-third of the voters of the state,
a5 was the case three years ago, the repub-
livaus camwe within 15,000 of winolig las:
year against o fusion of Jdemocrats asd
populisia.

“WHAT FOOLS THESE MORTALS BE.*

Here Iy a story of half a dozen wise popu-
Hsts, well kuown i political affalre through-
out the state of Nebraska, who plamned a
coup against thatl greateal of all enemlis
to the farmers, that representative of the
grinding capitnlist, the elevator-man, Thess
farmers read In the popullst newspapers
early in 1807 that wheat was surely golng
dowp, Bilver was going down, sad of course
wheat wuast follow. They decided to make
a deal with the elevator agent. They knew
that he read the capitalistic pewspapars of
the vast and west. These papers zald that
not only was there to be a large erop of
wheat, but that lits price was (o be high,
They knew betier thun that—thelr own pa-
per tald them so, and they knew a thing or
two thomselvse—and so they went to the
elevator men acd offered to xell out thelr
entire wheat yiell at 45 cocws a buahe).
The elevator man told them that they were
fuolish, that wheat was golng up. They sald
they were willlng to take the chaoces, but,
upoen the elevator mav's suagestion, with-
drew for a conference. They whispered
among themselves. That elevator man was
slwply trying to foel them. They underatoogd
the plhllosophy of wheat and wheat prices

and shiver stund

the best selections,
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Natural curley birch combinatian eabinet

top, pinno polish, plate pattern, four
drawera, with locks, was SIS0, BOW < uves
Misses' combinntion, pollshed guarier oak,
3 driwers, has been 200,

CIMRTINE. PLRIOS ssesvrivinssrisbiitrsiversevesnsss

Bolld Mahoeany Book Case, slx adjustable
ghelves, always been $H0,00,
How ut

sesnsssses 8 pedvvsssnERramE

Light and nnrrow $16.50
Onk Hook Case,
only L e

sesibansanw SRR RAE ® AEsRERRES

Onk, pollshed Serving BufTet,
raduced from $9.00

0 sussssannts dasantarenn sonavasssen Hesssinis sinss

Very fine quarter sawad Buffet,
Muted legs, wos $10.050,

-foot solld Mahogany Dining Table—
wo've sol them at $2.00-—

NOW LHEE'FO sisivissvisnss sessannsisin sssnansasin

Seleet quarter snwed
Dining Table, S-foot,
was 200, now

top, French leg

A 55 2olld Mahozany swell front and

end Sidebonrd, reduecd

L0 siiicssnnatinsas ssssrividans sesssansids asane
Solld Mahogany Ladles* Desk,

was $16.00 now reduced

L0 svstnssnsnnses Badsnniisshusininte
In Tabourettes we are showing

tite $0.00 Byzantine

FOP (sunnasvasvisnne savassnsnitnes. snisipvitnsssanss
The white enamel, with decorations,
slightly Imperfect, wus §l0,

A Dyzantine Bowl, taboureite finlshed,

In Malchite

Ereen ... ssesinsibnsbvane

Large quarter onk Tabourette Table,
with work box and Yale lock,
cul In half, NOW ciciesiiiises sesasssrsssrssssiss

Very large natural finlsh Tabourette
ar Tea Table, cut from
£ to ...

4etnsdnsen shrsaresrneties assesssssnien

Large Turkish Arm Chalr, upholstered in
corduroy—damneed sHghtly—bonce the .
great reduction from #4510 ...

EEEYETY

¢ and Chest,
masive, was

Your Opportunity Now.

Our clearance sale of odd fuaniture pieces is now on in earn-
est—Many are taking advantage of these our greatcst reduc-
tions—In some cases we've only one piece of a kind, while in!
others three or four—while the prices have been reduced so as
to sell them quick—early Monday morning buyers are sure of |

SEEI0 10 v sbivanes onib

corduroy upholstered,
POT sesaiiven

16 00
20 00
16 00
26 00
12 00

6 50

seh nssmsaswes

Iin Held at $15-to sell 1t
quick ..

= p—— O——

upholstered In damask,
out from $71 L0 ..o

2-plece arlor Sult, solld mahogany sottes
In this clearing

and nwem chulr, out
wale Crom 855 to ...

An

ssiasenedui

rocker, n £ value

" oo+ror Tl S e
2 Rocker, upholstered in corduroy, loose
cunlilon, regulnge E8.00,

29 00
15 00
39 00
1000, "
B noén;,w
4 00
| 715
150

Boautiful mnhogany

i

igh cost at 30, now

white ename] and hand

to $I5.0 now all at ......

b} O

shelves—a good seller at
O, it

O0—0—

only one,

French
Chiftonter,

now

sibnEnennann

4

plate mirror, Sy
cheap at $L0),

Tiable, cut from $20.00
15

O—O—0—0—

Mszps’

onk, birch and mahogany,

5 oo Very heavy onk chamber sulte, 3
? pleces, wos U, now down
?!u NS Do

3 pieces, from F61.00
1O ...

18 00

— 0= =0 D= (=0 =0 = D= () = O — O =0 = G == OO =D =~ == = = O == =D = P ) =0 —0 — D0~ O — == OO~ — O — [ -=0= *

Two Inrge Turkish Nockers—ong Kreen,
one mahognny corduroy—cut from

An nlegant $£25.0 Mortis Chalr,
One 8ctlee, In =atin damaale, has

2-plece Parlor Solt—ssttes and arm ohnle,
golld mahogany, intald with satln wood,
Foduced from $2,00 10 sivsvires

d=plece Bolid Mahogany Parlar Sult, *
In thils sale

odd _plece from Parlor Sult, over
atuffed Bottee, no arims, worth all of I8R50,
slightly solled makes the price coiveessesesss

Larte upholstored mahogany

Parlor Table,
artistioally iniaid, elegant, but too

We have efght bedroom and tea Tables,
decorated,
are fine goods and Bave solil at from $10.00

Rird's ove maple Parlor Table, with two
S8 50—only

Bird's eye Table, Inlald Lima mahogany,

Handsome natural syeamore Drosser,
Inndacape, French ploate, woas 15,50

DUL DOW I0/IR cainsersvneannisannsmanssnsynspnanss
II‘:I--sr;-m hird's eyve maple Dressing

Dressing Table, quarter sawed
reduced
Irom 1000 Lo cuviiiintsresrisninsiiosiinnh sonune

Fine cutly birch Bedroom Bulte,

B

Annual Rug Sale-~wng

Never at this season have wo had

i

greater variety—a
reasonable a price as right now—Beginn.
ing with the large room rugs—we show
the reversible Kensington Art Squares
in all the new designs and colorings.

2x3 yvard Rugs.. .... 8450
24x3 yard Rugs ..., 600

Ux3 yard Rugs.....o0 §
3x0% yard Rugs....

larger stock at se

Oxd yard Rug+. ....8 0.78
dixd yard Rugs 11,35
25 dxd yard Rags 12.80

8.00  4xD yard Rbge,... 1000

14 00!
16 50

R RRAEERRRREI TR

LT TR

Oxh feet. .. ...
X1 Yent. ;i

The popular Taiko Japanese Rugs—Dhest
quality—

Txt foet coneos B1O,00
47 Dolft Bluo. (.00 800

vae B U0
12.50

75 00
52 50

sEshssaabantaanEg

Smyrna in room sizes—hoth sides alike —

ToOx100. 00 ieannna B12.00

IxEdacsisani v, vannB1H00

50 00
35 00

seririssstaneanen

Kulah Smyrma—very desirable —

TRBRADB e 5500 saaais cosinin s mrrriEa e

$18.00

500
18 50

o R

shssassbssantres

Bromley's Smyrnas—known to everybody

o -SIR00 BXER., . e cennees R0

TOXI00. 0 a e aaea (BIS00

10 00

=]

15 00

3 50
8 00
8 00
26 00

thmssvsanasEn

Thean

Smyrna—
18x36 inch. .

ssssnssssnssnatny

20x54 inch,

—O0—0—0—0—0—0—0—0—0

3

— A=A

21x45 inoh . evsneess 1,20

Moquette—
IRxd6 inch. ...

Axminster Rugs —
835100, . cvvuarrrs- 825,00

f/9T.N0

UxX13. vivavespeaves B3

Small Sizes nowhere else as echeap asin
our rug department—

venanesBATO B0X00 Inchi s, 820D

%72 inch..oeenena. 48
cesinrens 106 ASXSH inch.iisiiasay B0
vaavan L 2xBiinoheanase 250

T2 inche..oesoaea BLUO

1500
1
T
15 00
|

=

675

75 00
50 00

We make
and you can save big money in theso
if we have your size—

S=Ux10-0 Brussels. .
SAx12 Muguette... 1750
S-Bx10-6 Moguette,
Ux11-6 Brussels,

10 120 I8 usaels,,

all carpet remmnants into Rugs

S1L.00  10-6x12 Brussels.. . 815.00
10-6x12 Wilton,, .. 25,00

16.00  10-6x12 Brassels. ... 15500

13,00 11-3x13-0 Brussels.. 2250

16,00 11-8x10-6 Brossels,. 20,00

D=0 =D e Y e Do e o il e e e (i O D o) = B e e i (e e i oo s e} o (= 0= O = U= 0= O =0 0= D= O = =00~ 0 00— 0~ 00—~ 0—0—
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ORCHARD & WILHELM CARPET COMPANY
% I4I4-I4!ﬁ-|4_|_8‘___ll__l_]l_ll§'LA_$_STR__EE_T.
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s well g8 he. After a time they came back
and sald, as they oudeged one another, that
they believed the elevator man was right,
but that they thought “a bird in the haod™
ete,, and 8o they would sign contra®ta to de-
liver their wheat at 45 cents a hushel. The
agreements were signed with solemn faces,
and thea the popullsis stalked out. When
they got around the corner they fell to slap-
plog one another on the shoulders and had
a riot of laughter. Their laughter was all
gone when they carted several thousand
bushela of wheat to the elevitor In the fall
at 45 ccmts a bushel, while thelr neighbors
were getting from 65 to 70 cents for their
wheat, Now these conspiring populists are
known all over Nebraska, and the story of
thelr deal with the elevator man has been
published in that state. 1 slmply give It
wiler circulation to present a humorous side
to these presperity storles, and not in any
splrit of criticism of populists or the popu-
lstle falth, Whatever may he omid of the
sopullst lenlers, the eastern visitor will flod
the rack and file of the party compesed of
loyal Americana, honest In thelr bellels and
lovers of good government.
SNUG PROFIT,

Dne of the largest banking firms in Omaha
had to take a farm of several hundred acres
of land in the western part of the state on
a mortgage foreclesure. 1t was land thought
to bo fit only for grazing cattle. Oune of the

S ——

members of the finm told  me that they
learned  with regret that nloety acres n.'l
that land kad been ploughed. They fearel
that the high winds would blow the nrittyl
soil all over the rest of that land. A farmer
from that reglon wrote to the biankers, offer-
ing to glve them oae-third of the profits If
they would allow him to ralse wheat on the
ninety-gere traet, The bankess agreed with
alnority, They heard no more {rom thelr ten-
ant for menths, The land was worth at the
outside £1.00 an acre. The ninety neres could
have been purchased for $300. Late in No-
vemboer the bankers recelved a check for
$552 for thelr one-third of the wheat raised
on that 8200 pleee of property. Out of thelr
ghare the farmer had deduoted 6 cints @
bushel for hauling the wheat slxteen l'l].”l'll
pnd for other expenses, The binkers said |
they Nad not sought to verify the farmer's
aceounts; they were satisfied as matters
Wiille I was talking with one of the

atood.
firm thore came two letters to the house.
One was from a man who had borrowed

£1.600 from them, whieh was due In 1500
He asked to be allowed to pay $1,200 on It
At onee. The other lettr wes [rom o man
who owed them $1,200, due ln 1800, That
man wanted to pay §400 on lis debt.
Pertiaps one of the best [lustrations as to
the way the furmers look upon the prosperity
of the year 1807 was shown by the carnival
that took place in the Mtde.town of Manhat-
tan, the bome of Benctor Hesaln, and the
weat of the Agvicu'tural college aroupd |
whose faculty there was so much political
strife last yoar. The business wen of Man-
nattan and the farmerg round gbout thought
there should be eome adéqhate celebration
of the areivil of good wimes, They therefore
hweld a carnival on Noysmber 13, for which I
there was contributed, nearly $700 In cash
prizes. There was a great parade of the
four olasses into which ‘the tompetitors wenre |
grouped. The prizes werp for all sorts of
things. There were prizes for the best horses )
and mules; best driving ] Pidt man and wonan
horseback riders; the bost sattle, calves, hogs
and lumbs; the best soman bloyele rider;
best decorated farmer's huggy; best brass
band;: best docorated business house; largest,
freshost und heavieat five doden hen oggs;™
best country clown: favmiers' foot race for
akes between 50 and $0; heaviest baby over
8 monthe and under-d -year; hest loaf of
bread, farmers’ wives and daughters ouly
to eompete; “'the most eccentric, grotesgue
and humorous vehicle, team and driver in the
parade;” the best looking turmers’ single son |
and single daughter in the parade; the
largest number of loads of corn from any
township; the largest load of corn druwn
by two horses or mules, and a lot of other
things, to say nothing of the §760 worth of
fireworks that went off in the evening,
Surely that was a glorious day for any
farming community. Any persan who can
read over the I'st of prizes and say there was
not an entire townful of rejoicing must have
Hitle soul In him, or know nolhing ahout
the fun farmers have when they get together.
1 doubt if any town in the west ever had
a better time than 4id Manhattao on that
Joyous Novembeor 13, One team hauled elght
wagons, which contained 338 bushels of
eorn, and  which, with  the wagons,
welghed eleven and one-half tons; the

load was worth, at the prices then

Lon

prevailing, $67.60. The prize for It was $30, I and the relater of flctlon was soon cast out

The nearest competitor had 303 bushels in | of Tammany,

hiy load.
A PRIZE LOAD.

Such is the prosperity that has come to
Kansas and Nebraska, Of course the storles
I have told—and there are hundreds like
Lthem, yes, thousands—represent the unusual
and exagzerated type of good fortune, but
they gerve to point out that the prosoperity
which could furnish such extreme  cases,
seattered here and there through the stutes,
muet have been general and far-reaching.
They also serve to show the enormous profit
that came to the farmers last year. What
other business in the United States, or in the
world, could produce such results? Does
anyone know of any ‘business venture that
upon a capltal of say $1.200, and labor of a
simllar amount, will return from $15.000 to
$20 000, as was the result In hundreds of

In a recent speech In the South Carolina

arniate Senator Aldrich remarked: I once
gaw o man first At 4 prayer o meetiog,
aceidentally."” “Wis my friend at a
prayer meeting by accldent?"  inquired

Fenator Henderson. “The next time I saw

{the man he was playing poker.” continued
"Senator Aldrich, not notlcing the Interrup-

cases In Kansas and other western states? |

It I& true such a condition of affalrs may
never occur again. It has occuered onee,
however, and It has enabled the states in the
central west to get out of debt. They will
borrow hersiftor only ns other states bhorrow,
and even if no such good tlmes come agaln,
they have money lald uwp and are ready to
do farming on ordinary profits.

It was Interesting to watch the effect of
this prosperity upon the farmers, So far as
I could observe und learn,
elation. That carnival at Manhattan was
the anly case of open rejoleing that 1 heard
of In the state of Kansas, The Joy that came
to the thourands upon thousands of homes,
brioging glhdoess, cspecially to the women,
whom the hurd times fell with almost
erushing foree as they battled to help thelr
husbands and f.thera, Is the kind that ex-
presses itself oftenest in tears, With the

]
]
]

there was little |

!

money that they made last year the farmers

purchased the necessitles they  had  gone
without, and the lusuries that
and daughters craved, and then they went
home ready to fave the problems of this

and the coming years of plenty, but pre-

thelr wives !

pared with thelr surplus eirnings and their |

in  improved

experience in cconomy and
fearlessly an-

methods of farming o meet
other drouth of one or even more years.
The lean years have passed.  Perhaps sev-
ernl years of plenty are to follow.

There are those who declare that such
prosperity as that of 1807 Is no! a bleasing,
in that It encouriges those who experience 1t
to false expectations. Many think that the
farmers thls year wil go loto wheat ralsing
on a digastrous scale, It fe difficult to be-
lleve that a people as intelligent as the peo-
plo of Kansas ¢un make such a mistiko as
that.

LGOSsIP

ABOUT NOTED FEOI'LE,
Speaking of Congresaman Dingley's char-
acterisiies a correspondent of  the Hoaton
Transcript says: “He loves to gel some
person aside and ALl him up with Informa-
tion respecting the tarl schedules, For
ab personal attribute he I8 cspecially fa-
mous, and that Is his overcoat. He has a
notion, apparently, that the bLest  way of
avolding physical 11ls of «wll sorts I8 to keep
one's welf wrapped up like o muminy. At
wll events he Is seen burled in the nevitable
garment even when the atmesphere in the
house Is considerably above summer heat.”

The digeoverer of Mount Biechoff, the
groatest tin mine In the world, which has
pald §7.600.000 In dividenda, digd a short
time ago practically peonniless. “Ihitloso-
pher' Bmith, as he was called, had & pon-
slon of $1,000 per atnum from the New
South Wales goverament, but it did pnot en-

| Phillips Brooks:

tion. “Was my friend aceldentally at the
poker game?' put o a third senator,  “Yes,
acceidentally,” replied Senator Aldrvich, “as 1
didn’t know how to play, and second, 1 was
hroke,"”

—_

Thackeray and the late Dean Liddell were
Doys together at ¢he famous Charterhouse
school, and they sat next to ¢ich other In the
form, the boys of which were called the
“"Bmeritl." No one was promoted {rotm
this form who could not repeat from memory
the Eclogues and the Georgles.  This feat

was accomplished by Liddell, hut not by
Thackerny, In giving these reminiscencea
some years ago at the spoeech day of the

Oxford Doys' High school, Dr. Liddell added
thut Thackeray acensed him later of having
Geen the Dobbln who wrote his Latin verses
for him, an Impeachment the dean would riot
own, though he admitted that Thickeray
could not have written them himself,
Represontative Sperry of Connectleut s
protably the last survivor of the gentlemen
who were closely asspointod in the constriue-
ticn of the famous Monitor that fought with
the Merrimae in Hampton roads. The three

buflders of the “yankee cheese box'' were
John Ericsson, & Swide, known the world
over as the lnventor; Commelius 8. Bushnell

of New Haven, and John A, Grawold of
Troy, N. Y., the last two belng interested
with Mr. Fricsson as part ownirs, Mr,

Bushnell and Mr. Eperry were close [riends
and the latter went on Mr. Bushnell’s bond
for 200000, It should be borne in mind—
what {8 not gonerally known to students of
American  lilstory—that the Monllor was
ownoed by private parties and not 'hy the

government swhen she fought the histaric
battle,
Mra, Corpelin Walter Richards, who re-

contly died at the age of 85, was tho nister
of the founder of the Boston Transcript, and
was the editor of tlat paper for a time
after the death of her brother, It was con-
cerning her that Edgar Allan Poe wrote the

following in the Broadway Journal in the
autumn of  1845: "Our excellent  friend,
Major Noah, has suffered himself to be

cajoled by that most begulling of all be-
gulling Hittle divinities, Miss Walter, of the
Transcript. We have been looking all over
her artlele with the ald of a taper, Lo
sen If we could discover a single ayllable
of truth in it—and really blush to acknowl-
edge that we cannot. The adoralle crea-
tura has been telling a parcel of fibsw shout
us, by woy of revenge, for something that
wo did to Mr. Longlellow (whogadmires her
very much) and for calling her ‘a pretty
little witeh' fnto the bargaln,'™

At the dluner given In hid honor the other
ovenlug in Phlladelphia, Dr. MeViekar, the
new hilshop-coadjutor of Rhode Island, told
this characteristle  anecdote of the late
“I remomber a few yoars
ago | was traveling with one of the grand-

| ust blahops and one of the grandest men of

ablo Wm te make provision for hig wlfo,l

The New South Wales parliament wes ae-
vordiogly asked to continue balf the pen-
slon In hor favor, which it dld by a !arge
majority. When Mount Bilschof was made
into a stock compaoy Smith took a large
number of shares, but, losing confidence o
his own discovery, sold them for a soug.

Richard Croker, the Tammany bosa, Is
rigidly temperate, and his private life Is
purity Itself, It la related of him that on
the otcaslon of a “scmateh” dinper 1o which
a dozen or sxo of mwen bad been fovited he
listened with disgust  whille oue of the
guests related with glie the fictlon he had
sont over thoe telephone to hix wife aw a
reanon for not dining at home. The guest
was 4 famous member of Tammuany at tho

the century, 1 was sauntering with hiln
trom church In Luzerae, in Switzerland,
and bhe sald nomething so boyish and fresh,
Just as he was ever wont 1o do. | stopped
and Jooked at him, and sald: *Brooks, It
seems 80 strange that you should be a
bishop.! He looked sl me with slmost a
startled expregnion, and he sald: WeoVickar,
it scems w0 strangs Lo me that sometlmes,
when 1 am putting on my clothes, | have to
stop and laugh,” It was just thoe freshnegs

| of that man which always kept him young.

time, but Croker sald of him: “*That settles '

The man who will lie to his wife will
to eoverybody." Never from that day

him,
He

and which I am sure you will understand ax
I give it, for 1 venture to say there hax
never been such a bisbhop in our or any
other church*

Arnold’'s Hromo Celery cures hoadaches,
10¢, 260 and BOe. All druggists,

Heavy Snow Siorm o Joapun,
NEW YORK, Feb. 12-—-The central cable
oMcee of the Western Upion Tilograph
cumpany sont out the following ndtlen thia
moralog: “Advices [ram Nagasukl, Japan,
sy thaut a heavy snow storm has Inter-
rupted tolegraphle commuilcation with all

would Croker have anythiog to do with him  polnts in the lnterior excopt Bhimonasckl."

NELIGIDUS.

The total salea of the (wo Methodist 12pls-
copal publiahing houses at New Yorg and
Cincinnatl slnea 18 have amounted to $i,-
G300,

Pape Leo gave 200000 franes In nlms to the
worour Rome at Covistmas time, and dur-

g the last fifteen yeurs gave dowers (o
Ha poor maldens,

The Baptist Homo Misslon soclety  will
send  two misslonarles, o mibnister and o

physleln to the KKlondlke,
cust will he 80,00 n year,

The Catholles of Portland, Ore., are mnk-
ing preparationds to oelebrnte  the sgllver
episcopnl - jubllee of  Archbishop  Gross,
which will oveur April e7.

Mgrv. Dussuerre, archbishop  of Alglers,
who has ricently died, entered the Romuan
Catholle church from the army, belng o poi-
vilte in the zouuves, and before that a foe-
Ltory boy.

The duke of Norfolk, who s an ardent
Roman Catholle, In w rocent etter sald:
"Thank God, two of my slsters apre nuns,
and, thank God, one of my wife's lust ncls
wus to found i conveny'

The home mission bourd of the Preshy-
terian  chiureh had lssued an earnest ap-
peal for Inerenscd donations, It I8 stated
that since Octaber thoe recelpts have fallen

The catimated

Ooft very much, especially In the  castern
By ninls,
Heve dward Allen, o elergyman of tin

Chureh of England, recently coelebrioted his
Iith blrthday. He speaks  twelve  Jin-
BEuages and has scen four monarchs on tho
Fiogidsh throne. 1t is stated that he enjoys
Lhe buest of health.

Leslie M. Shaw, governor of lowa, who
has worved conseculively twenty full years
ns superintendent of the Methodist Kpisco-
piul Sunday school at Denlson, In., has
soevered hls o cornegtion with the schiosl In
srauence of hls removal to the caplial,
Molnus,
¢ Churesman, Inoalluding to the hontred
fghiner the Jews which exists in forelgn
countries, aml to some extent In our own,
“reminds Chrlstions that Jesus wos o Jew,
and that Peter, und John, and Paul were
Jews nonl that the walnts and heraes, i
poets and leaders of the tao Testumenty
were Jown, "

Pope Lea recelved glfts valued nt $1,900.-
Wl on the occeaslon of the alxtieth annl=
versary of his ordainment  as n pricst,
Among the cush gifts woere n cheok for $40,-
G from the duke of Norfolk, $£0.040 (n gl
feom the gueen regent of Spain, $12.60 from
Kalger Wiihelm, #0900 from the Austrion
Blshops and $o,000 from the Hungarian pil-
ma e,

The Central Preshyterian church of Baltls

mory for Ita last communion svrvice b
o secure o preacher from ancther  elly
Beciuse [lev, Dir, Joseph T, Bmita, pastor

cmeritus of the church, who la temporarily
Mg the pulplt, as the pastorate Ls vaeant,
whkolutely refuses to officinle or even to
nEsist ot oo communlon service ot wiloh
unifermented wine s used.

An Bnellsh paper says that Bighop 1500-
cott of (Houoestir enjoys the priviloge of
bolme allowed to travel on uiy rallway in
Englnnd tree of charge, This tsnusund favare
wis conferrad upbny him In recognition of
his hervole exertlons In ndminlstering splrit-
wal oonseiation to the dying vietlms it »
rillway aceldent near Tottenham, notwithe-
stunding hin own very serlous  Injurios
Thia wis while the bisiop was still a young
man,

An #loquent Methodiat revivallst at Osbas
looga, ISun., produced o powerful effeat on
niumbers of young pesple of the plave, bl
they goulda’t guite bring |1|r1m+n-;wei lo g
to what the Salvation Army calls the poni.
tent form, on the front henehes,  Heeiieg
taey were jolly young pesple pnd  onijoyed
feequent duapees.  An placopa) olergy man,
meeing b woy (o Increasge his congiegation,
preached o sermon In which he moade it
cligiir thut his church did nol regard dano-
Ing as a sln. When the news spread the
young poople permitied themsolyes ta o
converted at the revival services, and then
fnlm-rl the BEplscopal ehurch, The revivale
st thersupon neougnd the Eptscapul brother
of unfalrness, They met In & newspapsr
ofMice and had & warm e, but, ag the locsl
oditor sald, only thelr spiritual bodies were
harmed.

There are three littlo things wnict 20 more
work than any other thres little thiogs cres
atod—thoy are the ant, the bes and DeWitl's
Little Barly Hlsers, the last belng the famous
Httle plils for atomach and ver troubles,

Sulcides Follow Entraln

INDIANAPOLIS, Feb. 18 —Mry, Lizsic W,
Huffman of Brighiwood I8 dead from the
dffects of o narcolle polson taken with
sulvddal  Intent, Severa) weeks sgo Ler
daujehtor, Edith, committod suliide,
Previous to Kdith's death ber lovor, Harry
Phtllips, killed hilmpelf., The daugliter was
despondent over her lover's act and the
mothey could not stund ber BOFFOW OVEr Lue
daughter's death,




